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Abstract: The paper deals with the first
record of Cyana puella puella (Drury, 1773)
moth, belonging to family Erebidae under
order Lepidoptera, from Banda, Sagar
district, Madhya Pradesh (India), with its
distribution and larval host plants.
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Introduction:

The moth fauna of Madhya Pradesh has
attracted the attention some workers during
the past (Rawat and Verma, 1980; Singh and
Rawat, 1980; Vaishampayan and Veda,
1980; Verma et al., 1980; Singh, 1987; Khan
et al., 1988; Joshi and Meshram, 1989;
Chandra & Nema, 2003, 2007, 2008, Joshi
et al., 2004; Ramakrishna et al., 2006;
Chandra, 2008, 2009a, b; Chandra et al.,
2013; Chandra & Sambath, 2016a, b;
Kulkarni et al., 2017; Sambath, 2017, 201843,

b, 2020, 2022, 2023; Roshni et al., 20203, b;
Singh et al., 2022; Tabassum and Bisen,
2022; Paunikar et al., 2023, 2024, 2026;
Sambath, S. and Nair, A., 2023; Paunikar
and Nair, 2025a, b) but no records are
available from Sagar district. Recently, a
good specimen of Cyana puella puell,
belonging to family Erebidae under order
Lepidoptera, was sighted at Banda in Saggar
district and recorded here as the first of this
and any moth from this area.

Study Site: Banda, Sagar district,
Madhya Pradesh (India)

Physiography: Banda tehsil is city in Sagar
district of Madhya Pradesh (India), located
at Lat. 24°.2° 42 N and Long. 78°.57°39 E,
with an average elevation of 508 m. The
district is lies on the spur of the Vindhya
Range with resplendent water bodies and is
a beautiful heartland of the central state of
Madhya Pradesh.
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Climate: Humid subtropical with hot
summers (highest 47.0 in June) and cool
winters (lowest 1.1 in February) and
somewhat cooler monsoon season; heavy
rainfalls (373.4 mm in July) in monsoon
season during June- September in the
district.

Flora: Acorus calamus (Acoraceae),
Holorrhaena antidysenterica and Rauvolfia
serpentina (Apocynaceae), Asparagus
racemosus and Chlorophytum tuberosum
(Asparagaceae), Aloe barbadensis

(Asphodelaceae), Bixa orellana
(Bixaceae), Buchanania lanzan and
Mangifera indica (Anacardiaceae),
Commiphora mukul (Burseraceae),
Terminalia  bellirica  (Combretaceae),

Evolvulus  alsinoides  (Convolvulaceae),
Cyprus rotundus (Cyperaceae), Dioscorea
spp (Dioscoreaceae), Butea monosperma,
Cassia fistula, Cassia tora, Clitoria
ternatea, Glycyrrhiza glabra, Mucuna
pruriens, Pongamia pinnata, Psoralea
corylifolia, Tamarindus indica, Tamarindus
indica  (Fabaceae), Swertia chirayita

(Gentianaceae), Curculigo orchioides
(Hypoxidaceae), Ocimum americanum
(Lamiaceae), Woodfordia fruticosa

(Lythraceae), Helicteres isora (Malvaceae),
Azadirachta indica (Meliaceae), Tinospora
cardifolio  (Menispermacea), Argemone
mexicana (Papaveraceae), Phyllanthus
embilica  (Phyllanthaceae), Plumbago
zeylaniea (Plumbaginaceae), Embelia ribes
(Primulaceae), Withania somnifera
(Solanaceae), Aegle marmelos (Rutaceae),
Curcuma longa (Zingiberaceae) and
Tribulus terrestris (Zygophyllaceae).

Systematic Account and Distribution:
Cyana puella puella (Drury, 1773)
Phalaena puella Drury, 1773. Illust. Nat.
Hist. Exot. Insects., 2: index & 3, pl. 2, fig. 2
(type-locality: Madras).
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Bizone  puella; Moore, 1882. Lepid.
Ceylon 2 (1): 60, pl. 103, fig. 3, 3a; Elwes,
1890. Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 1890: 390.
Cyana puella, Hampson, 1894. Faun. Brit.
India, Moths, Vol 2: 57; Kishida,
1994. Tinea. 14 (Suppl. 1): 70, pl. 80, figs.
3-4; Gurule, 2013. Taxonomic study of
moths (Lepidoptera: Heterocera) from north
Maharashtra (India); Kirti et al., 2013. J.
Chem. Biol. and Phys. Sci., 3(2): 1309;
Singh et al., 2014, Rec. zool. Surv. India,
Occ. Pap. No. 367: 32; Paunikar et al., 2023.
International  Journal of Entomology
Research, 8 (9): 27; Paunikar, S. and Nair,
A., 2025Db. International Journal of Global
Science  Research, 12 (1): 2562,
Anonymous 2026. Butterflies of India, v.
4.11.

Chionaema puella; Hampson, 1900. Cat.
Lep. Phalaenae Br. Mus. 2: 298, fig. 216;
Kaleka, 2002, Zoos' Print J. 17 (10): 896.
Cyana (Chionaema) puella puella, Karisch,
2013. Esperiana, 18: 111.

Cyana puella puella, Singh et al., 2020.
Zootaxa, 4736 (1): 19.

Classification:  Class  Insecta, order
Lepidoptera,  superfamily ~ Noctuoidea
Latreille, 1809, family Erebidae Leach,
1815, subfamily Arctiinae, tribe Lithosiini,
subtribe Nudariina, genus Cyana Walker,
1854.

Material Examined: 1 example (female);
Banda, district Sagar, Madhya Pradesh.
India; March 04, 2026; photo by 2" author
(AKD).

Description:

Head and thorax white; palpi crimson,
slender and upturned; antennae crimson,
ciliated, slender and long; a scarlet thin band
on collar and a squarish one with arms and
white centre on thorax; fore-wings white; a
sub-basal scarlet band; ante-medial band
curved outwards, post-medial”  band
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incurved and somewhat irregular, former
inwardly edged with black and later
outwardly; a marginal crimson band
continued along costa to post-medial band;
hind-wings pale crimson; legs scarlet, with
white bands; abdomen dorsally tinged with
crimson except towards the base.

Male: Fore-wings with a more or less
strongly developed fringe of hair from the
centre of costa on upper side and lobe on
underside and with three discoidal black
spots.

Female: Fore-wings with one discoidal
black spot.

Wing-span: Male 28, female 36 mm
(Hampson, 1894); male 35 mm and, female
29 mm (Gurule, 2013).

Distribution:

India:

Madhya Pradesh: Ken-Gharial Wildlife
Sanctuary, Panna and Chhatarpur districts
(Paunikar and Nair, 2025b); Banda, district
Sagar (present new record).

Rest of India: Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra,
Meghalaya, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and
Uttarakhand (Hampson, 1894; Anonymous,
2026; www.nic.funet.fi).

Elsewhere: China (Yunnan), Indonesia
(Java), Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
(Hampson, 1894; Gurule, 2013;
www.nic.funet.fi).

Larval Host Plants: Lichens (Paunikar et
al., 2023; en.wikipedia.org).

Remarks: Two subspecies are recognized:
Cyana puella puella (Drury, 1773): China
(Yunnan), India, Indonesia (Java), Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Cyana puella postflavida Rothschild, 1924:
Africa (Cameroon, Congo Demo Repub,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda
and Zaire), Oman, Saudi Arabia and Yemen.
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Figure. Cyana puella puella (female)
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